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originally a mere sorcerer, a person to whom recourse was had when a she-ass or the like had to be recovered. Even in very early times we see, from the exceedingly ancient story of Balaam, that he might at intervals be connected with important affairs ; but it was not till the days of Samuel that his power began to be recognised as something great, over against that of those who conducted the primitive ritual by which Jahveh or other divinities were propitiated. Other divinities, I say, for it is clear, from the names of the family of Saul, that he was not quite sure whether Moloch or Baal had not a right to some share of his respect, or else he thought it indifferent by which of various names his tutelary God should be addressed. By this time writing had begun, though it must have been very sparingly used. Writing never becomes common till writing materials are cheap. " On ne bavarde pas sur la pierre!"
The familiar story of the life of Saul and of his relations with David is brightly recounted, and several points are brought out more clearly than is usual. The ascendency of Saul was purely that of a military leader. There was no considerable advance made, in his time, in the Constitution of the Civil Government or in religion; but he first created something like